PALESTINE
SOLIDARITY
NETWORK
AOTEAROA 4

22 Here-turi-koka 2023
22 August 2023

Newsletter No 102

ews

Mahuta skips Palestme

Palestinian Ambassador to New Zealand
Izzat Salah Abdulhadi said in an interview |

other upcoming travel, the deci-
sion was made to defer any trip to

tlements “illegal” and “occupied™

'ﬂlomas Manch ferritories.

| A trip to Israel and Palestine being consid-

a future date.”
New Zealand does not recog-

The spokesperson for Mahuta
said “there was no planncd

earlier this week he understood the vis-
it was going ahead and Mahuta would be

r ered by Foreign Minister Nanaia Mahuta nise Palestine as a state but sup- announcement” about. recogni- ngeed:g ?ahsﬁman foreign ministér Bil
will no longer go ahead at the end of the ports a two-state solution with tion, when asked whether this Riyad al-Maliki, on August 3L
[ month. Israel, implying it will officially was being discussed by ministers. His comment when
Such a trip had been on Mahuta’s pro-  recognise it at some point in the “New Zealand remains com- connaedyﬁlerda Bird
| spective agenda for months and planning future. Within the Labour Party o At mitted to Supporting a two-state to Abdulhadi, Mahuta was ‘ app
for it had firmed up, with the Palestinians there has been a group of MPs M’I"f“’.mwh solution to the Israeli-Palestinian expecu:d 1o stay in Palestine in a “first* for | Ls.
convinced it would be going ahead within pushing for their Government to “mhuh conflict, which envisions the cre- a minister from a Western country,

step | weeks. However, the trip — which Mahuta’s

recognise Palestine.

ation of an independent state of

ing an equal amount of time, two days, in1 inta

i i - 1. He said she | and
ffice has insisted was “not finalised” - There has been a similar Paesmwllvmglnpeac'egndsecu  the state as she would in Israel
:'ehsal» ;p;l)cecars to have been put aside in recent debate with the Australian Labor Party, rity alongside the state of Israel ‘would visit the de-facto capital Ramallah, | Mic
days. which has a policy of recognising Palestine As Israel has continued its bulldlns nd Bethlehem, and Jenmlegbmeeilsusu‘xjﬁns ch;
with “A bilateral visit to the Middle East was  while in government. Labor Prime Minister and forced at a anrd possibly vi e
resi- | being explored for the foreign minister this ~Antony Albanese has not donﬁ t]hjid smcde csulmans. u;ere has belre\ncl m:m 1:: Nagc;:s:ﬂﬂ ata : fump 1S, wm fy
lecti a spokesperson for being elected, but has this month hardened  violence an protests, recent walk i streets,
.::ll.\.‘f)l i‘a‘;iuolg :‘rd ;:sc(e?dnay aflefnoonp Australia’s Ianguage on Israel’s bulkhng l‘l’l;:n(;l;.lnzm ISOPdesnngmnmsm:nr; visit the hgly l:ul:: weﬂnﬁ‘e‘:’ m:hm :’o "%
the restricted flexibility of Minis-  of than 20 Isr. killed in clash understan T Eoue:
i ter C}'\ll\;;r\lna}se ;r)otential travel da)tes, due to  matching New Zealands in calling the set- attacks, according to the United Nations. mean, just meeting with officials. !gl:
zers, ¥ LY - g & ged 2 ] i TG R ot
s Bl oy e . -
Bleme a0 _t_ 8 2ntiam mamnibiran cnirvaillanca flaot @

After more than a year of talking about a visit to Palestine, and several false starts, Foreign Minister
Nanaia Mahuta has finally called off a proposed trip to Palestine before October’s election citing
“scheduling problems”.

This is deeply disappointing — Palestinians are being told once more to go to the back of the queue.

With opinion polls as they are in the leadup to October’s national election it is unlikely Nanaia
Mahuta will ever get to Palestine as Foreign Minister.

Abandoning the visit will be welcomed by the pro-Israel lobby who do their best, often very
successfully, to keep Israel’s racist, apartheid policies and practices out of public discussion in New
Zealand. It will also be quietly welcomed by many in Wellington’s government bureaucracy who
want to see New Zealand policy on the Middle East mirror US policy. In other words, they want us
to be quiet as Israel continues its military occupation of Palestine, its ethnic cleansing of Palestinian
communities and its theft of Palestinian land. They want us to give Israel ongoing impunity for its
violations of international law and United Nations resolutions. They want New Zealand to continue
to give Israel a free pass for its blatant violations of human rights.

A visit by the Foreign Minister should have led to the government changing direction and beginning
to hold Israel to account for its egregious violations of Palestinian human rights.



Something you can do right now with a few clicks...
Send a message to Foreign Minister Nanaia Mahuta expressing disappointment at the cancellation
of her visit to Palestine. You can write your own note or copy and paste this note into an email.

Nanaia Mahuta

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Parliament Buildings Wellington
n.mahuta@ministers.qgovt.nz

Kia ora Minister,
Sending Palestinians to the back of the queue again

I am deeply disappointed at the cancellation of your proposed trip to the Middle East before
October’s election.

Your proposed visit was an opportunity to shift New Zealand policy so that we stand with
the oppressed people of Palestine and hold Israel to account for its racist, apartheid
policies.

“Scheduling problems” should never be a reason for New Zealand to fail to stand up for
Palestinian human rights, and to hold Israel to account for its flagrant breaches of
international law and United Nations resolutions.

The effect of abandoning your visit is to tell Palestinians they must go to the back of the
queue again.

| expect your government to rapidly remedy this if you remain in government after the
October national election.

<your name>

Please consider stopping and sending your email before reading on.
It will take less than 2 minutes.

Also, please consider BCC’ing Secretary@PSNA.nz so we can track how many emails the
minister receives.

Or forward your email to me after you have sent it to Minister Mahuta.
With each newsletter, the number of emails sent grows.

The more emails we send, the more traction we get.

Nga mihi

Neil (Secretary)


mailto:n.mahuta@ministers.govt.nz
mailto:Secretary@PSNA.nz

Swim in solidarity with Gaza’s children this coming Saturday
August 26"
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PSNA is supporting this international Swim with Gaza action on this Saturday 26" August.

Supporters in Auckland, New Plymouth and Christchurch will be out swimming or paddling their

feet in the cool — hopefully not freezing — water of winter.

Auckland: 2pm at Mission Bay Beach — watch out for Palestinian flags. Facebook event is here.

New Plymouth: 2pm East End Beach near the bridge. Facebook event is here

Christchurch: 2pm Sumner Beach by the clocktower. Facebook event is here.

Here is the leaflet designed by the New Plymouth crew which we will be distributing.
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https://swimwithgaza.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/997104458099565/
https://www.facebook.com/events/639018741659356/
https://www.facebook.com/events/202604622792953/

In the meantime. If you haven’t already, have a look at this great film about the Gaza Surf Club...
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https://www.waterbear.com/watch/gaza-surf-club

Voices of young Palestinians
Re Topics Series Latest

The Nakba:

Palestinians mark a
75-year-long trauma

Two young Palestinians girls Layan Khalil & Rahaf Gouda were interviewed by renews on Nakba day
earlier this year. We didn’t have the link at the time so here it is — voices of young Palestinian New
Zealanders.

Freedom Flotilla Boat “Handala” continues tour of Europe

The Freedom Flotilla boat, Handala, arrived in Copenhagen yesterday to a

warm welcome.

The freedom flotilla boat Handala has arrived in Copenhagen on its way to deliver humanitarian aid
to Gaza. We will keep you posted on the boat’s progress.



https://www.waterbear.com/watch/gaza-surf-club
https://www.renews.co.nz/the-nakba-palestinians-mark-a-75-year-long-trauma/
https://www.renews.co.nz/the-nakba-palestinians-mark-a-75-year-long-trauma/
https://kiaoragaza.wordpress.com/2023/08/08/freedom-flotilla-boat-to-gaza-visits-ports-in-uk-europe/

Two pieces of important reading
1. The Elephant in the Room

Art
You ignore apartheid: Angry Jewish scholars letter to US Jews signed by 750 including Benny Morris

here

2. It’s apartheid
Long-time defender of Israel, Benjamin Pogrund says — “I have long rejected claims that Israel is an

apartheid state. Now | believe that is where it is heading” here

Antony Loewenstein’s book an official bestseller

Antony Loewenstein’s book was on the New Zealand “bestseller’ list in the New Zealand Listener 12
August 2023 — see below. Congratulations Antony!
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https://scheerpost.com/2023/08/13/you-ignore-apartheid-angry-scholars-letter-to-us-jews-is-signed-by-750-including-benny-morris/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/aug/19/israel-apartheid-state-south-africa-netanyahu

Waiheke’s Palestine film festival in the news
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Papal award for Bethlehem University’s Peter Bray
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Regular readers of this newsletter will know of New Zealander Brother Peter Bray who, after 15
years in the role, is shortly leaving his position as Vice Chancellor of Bethlehem University.

He recently received a papal honour as reported here.

Taranaki-raised Br Peter Bray FSC EdD — Vice Chancellor of Bethlehem University in the Holy
Land since 2009 — has been awarded a high Papal honour as he prepares to leave his
“amazing” and “challenging” role at the end of the year.

Br Peter was presented with the Papal Cross of Honor — officially the Pro Ecclesia et
Pontifice ("For the Church and the Pope") — during a recent visit to Rome. It is one of the
highest honours that the Pope can bestow upon the laity and religious.

Br Peter, from Waitara, a Brother of the Catholic De La Salle teaching congregation,
describes his 15 years at Bethlehem University as an amazing blessing and by far the most
difficult job of his career.

“I count myself so blessed to have had the opportunity to be here and experience the
wonder of God's spirit at work among the young people here.”

Bethlehem University was established under Israeli occupation in 1973. It was the first
registered university in the Occupied West Bank territory of Palestine and is the only
Catholic university in the Holy Land. It is a Catholic co-educational institution in the De La
Salle tradition, its mission being to provide quality higher education to the people of
Palestine.

Br Peter undertook a speaking tour of Aotearoa New Zealand in January and February this
year, invited by the Catholic bishops to talk about the lives and conditions of his students
and ordinary Palestinians.



http://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/brpeter-bray/
http://www.catholic.org.nz/assets/Pro-Ecclesia-et-Pontifice-.pdf
http://www.catholic.org.nz/assets/Pro-Ecclesia-et-Pontifice-.pdf
https://www.lasalle.org/en/
https://www.bethlehem.edu/
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/brpeter-nztour/

Watch out for this man promoting racism and apartheid

Here he is — the Israeli ambassador — watch out for him around Aotearoa New Zealand — if you hear

of any planned appearances or speaking engagements please contact us urgently: Email apartheid-
Israel@PSNA.nz or text 027 4 APARTHE!D or 027427278.

Israeli ambassador Ran Yaakoby

Is your property an “apartheid free zone”?

These are popping up on letterboxes and fences all over the country — to get your “Apartheid free
zone” coreflute to stick on your letterbox or your front fence just deposit S5 in

Account Name: Palestine Solidarity Network
Account Number: 38 9015 0849542 00

and send an email to secretary@PSNA.nz with your address and we’ll send you one - or as many as
you’d like for your neighbours and friends....



mailto:apartheid-Israel@PSNA.nz
mailto:apartheid-Israel@PSNA.nz
mailto:secretary@PSNA.nz

Petition to Close the Israeli Embassy

If you haven’t signed our petition to close the Israeli embassy yet...

Scan and Sign here

[2] 7 [x]
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Or Click and Sign here

https://www.psna.nz/petition

General

Important stories from the Web

The inhumanity of Israeli authorities’ treatment of Walid Daggah must be

challenged. Please help us build pressure for Walid’s release to allow him to spend his
remaining days with his family. You can update your action here (Amnesty Campaign)
The Palestine catastrophe — how should Australians respond here

Labour stays the course over Palestine recognition here

Explainer: Plan Dalet and the ethnic cleansing of Palestine here

Jewish supremacy won’t end from within. BDS is still the only hope here

Sanctioning Israel: Feasibility and ethical considerations here

Australia’s decision to again use the term ‘occupied Palestinian territories’ brings it into line
with international law here

Australian Zionist groups at odds over criticism of government’s language on Palestinian
territories here

Palestine

Israel

uUs

Palestinians: the final victims of the holocaust here

More Zionists are finally acknowledging Israeli apartheid but what comes next? here
Ex-IDF general likens military control of West Bank to Nazi Germany here

“I have long rejected claims that Israel is an apartheid state. Now | believe that is where it
is heading” here

Israel might allow Gaza residents to travel through Ramon Airport. It won’t undo the
blockade’s damage here

Real-life shift among Jews as they question support of Israel amid Palestine conflict here
Finding my hidden history in Israel’s colonial settler past and present here

Washington Post and MSNBC voices say ‘Apartheid’ (and J Street inches closer) here
Israel’s new entry procedures for Palestinian Americans are meaningless if the occupation
remains here


https://www.psna.nz/petition
https://e.amnesty.org.nz/c/1fdi7VaG6XlKiCMccbhuA6Hfb
https://johnmenadue.com/the-palestine-catastrophe-how-should-australia-respond/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8313403/labor-stays-the-course-over-palestine-recognition/
https://imeu.org/article/explainer-plan-dalet-the-ethnic-cleansing-of-palestine
https://mondoweiss.net/2023/08/jewish-supremacy-wont-end-from-within-bds-is-still-the-only-hope/?ml_recipient=95759541635908786&ml_link=95759346973017941
https://al-shabaka.org/commentaries/sanctioning-israel-feasibility-and-ethical-considerations/
https://theconversation.com/australias-decision-to-again-use-the-term-occupied-palestinian-territories-brings-it-into-line-with-international-law-211260?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20August%2010%202023%20-%202704727326&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20August%2010%202023%20-%202704727326+CID_ad03a731607211bdbbf7e540c567be3e&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Australias%20decision%20to%20again%20use%20the%20term%20occupied%20Palestinian%20territories%20brings%20it%20into%20line%20with%20international%20law
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/aug/12/australian-zionist-groups-at-odds-over-criticism-of-governments-language-on-palestinian-territories
https://www.wrmea.org/israel-palestine/palestinians-the-final-victims-of-the-holocaust.html
https://mondoweiss.net/2023/08/more-zionists-are-finally-acknowledging-israeli-apartheid-but-what-comes-next/?ml_recipient=96575000676402322&ml_link=96574727162692811&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2023-08-18&utm_campaign=Daily+Headlines
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/57725.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/aug/19/israel-apartheid-state-south-africa-netanyahu
https://mondoweiss.net/2023/08/israel-might-allow-gaza-residents-to-travel-through-ramon-airport-it-wont-undo-the-blockades-damage/?ml_recipient=96212601825920653&ml_link=96212339723863082
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/real-life-shift-among-jews-as-they-question-support-of-israel-amid-palestine-conflict-author/TWOXBX3YDZF77JLIAZEJ4P27AI/
https://mondoweiss.net/2023/08/finding-my-hidden-history-in-israels-colonial-settler-past-and-present/?ml_recipient=97118615223928075&ml_link=97118310838044531&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2023-08-21&utm_campaign=Daily+Headlines
https://mondoweiss.net/2023/08/washington-post-and-msnbc-voices-say-apartheid-and-j-street-inches-closer/?ml_recipient=96756089696027891&ml_link=96755918081885251&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2023-08-18&utm_campaign=Daily+Headlines
https://mondoweiss.net/2023/08/israels-new-entry-procedures-for-palestinian-americans-are-meaningless-if-the-occupation-remains/?ml_recipient=96665541384603057&ml_link=96665323009214235&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2023-08-18&utm_campaign=Daily+Headlines

e Conditioning U.S. aid to Israel and anti-Palestinian smears at Florida State University here

e |srael and the U.S. are laughing in our faces, all the way to the visa waiver program here

e The Democratic consensus on Israel is beginning to fracture, but leadership is not budging
on issue here

e Calls grow to boycott Santo Domingo International Book Fair over plan to honour Israel
here

o AIPAC strikes back with the help of cooperative Democrats here

e (Cutting aid to Israel IS about ‘whacking Israel’ — and would have huge impact here

Reminder: Dates for Palestine Solidarity activity in 2023

28 Mar—4 Apr  Israel Apartheid Week

30 Mar Land Day Palestine

5 Apr Palestinian Childs Day

9 Apr Deir Yassin massacre - Irgun Terrorism - 107-120 Palestinian men, women and
children massacred

17 Apr Palestinian Prisoners Day

11 May World Kufiya Day

15 May Nakba Day — marking the mass ethnic cleansing of Palestinians from Palestine in
1948

5Jun Nakba Day - Start of 1967 War - Land Grab — Invasion of Jerusalem, West Bank,
Gaza, Egypt and Syria - 5 June 1967 — 10 June 1967

20 Jun Attack on Gaza - 6—21 May 2021 (2 weeks and 1 day)

16-18 Sep 40™ anniversary of the Sabra and Shatila massacres

28 Sep Second Intifada - 28 Sept 2000 — 8 Feb 2005

2 Nov Balfour Declaration

29 Nov United Nations - International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People

8 Dec "First Intifada - 8 Dec 1987 — 13 Sept 1993

Are you able to donate a cup of coffee a month to the campaign?

We will need some serious money to make our campaign as effective as possible. For example,
we will need somewhere in the vicinity of $25,000 to bring speakers to New Zealand over the
next year and organise large public meetings to help spread the message.

You can help. Are you able to donate a cup of coffee a month to the campaign? In other
words, can you afford to make an automatic payment of $5 per month to support the
Palestinian struggle? (If you can afford more that would be great!)

Our account details are:
Account name: Palestine Solidarity Network

Account number: 38-9015-0849542-00

Or Pay Pal account: admin@palestinesolidaritynz.net

We are happy to provide a receipt upon request (however, we are not a registered charity so
this is not tax-deductible)


https://mondoweiss.net/2023/08/conditioning-u-s-aid-to-israel-and-anti-palestinian-smears-at-florida-state-university/?ml_recipient=96484409405867821&ml_link=96484134019401533
https://mondoweiss.net/2023/08/israel-and-the-u-s-are-laughing-in-our-faces-all-the-way-to-the-visa-waiver-program/?ml_recipient=96846769885808607&ml_link=96846515808503196&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2023-08-18&utm_campaign=Daily+Headlines
https://newsletters.mondoweiss.net/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjU5NzMwLFwibFwiOjk1OTQwNTQzMjUwNDMzODkxLFwiclwiOjk1OTQwNzIzMjMzMjYxMDYyfSIsInMiOiJiYTVlOTE4MWEyMzc5ZDEwIn0
https://newsletters.mondoweiss.net/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjU5NzMwLFwibFwiOjk1OTQwNTQzMjUwNDMzODkxLFwiclwiOjk1OTQwNzIzMjMzMjYxMDYyfSIsInMiOiJiYTVlOTE4MWEyMzc5ZDEwIn0
https://mondoweiss.net/2023/08/the-democratic-consensus-on-israeli-is-beginning-to-fracture-but-leadership-is-not-budging-on-issue/?ml_recipient=95940723233261062&ml_link=95940543250433891
https://mondoweiss.net/2023/08/calls-grow-to-boycott-santo-domingo-international-book-fair-over-plan-to-honor-israel/?ml_recipient=96121895425935340&ml_link=96121737180088295
https://mondoweiss.net/2023/08/aipac-strikes-back-with-the-help-of-cooperative-democrats/?ml_recipient=96212601825920653&ml_link=96212339694502944
https://mondoweiss.net/2023/08/cutting-aid-to-israel-is-about-whacking-israel-and-would-have-huge-impact/?ml_recipient=96303128589109183&ml_link=96302928163243472
mailto:admin@palestinesolidaritynz.net

Merchandise for sale

We have Merchandise you can buy including T-shirts from our website.

FREE PALESTINE

WRONG ron SOUTH AFRICANS

FREE E:AI !}'7”“' RTHEID

Justice the seed
Peace the flower END THE OCCUPATION

Go here - https://www.psna.nz/shop

In Occupied Palestine daily newsletter — an invitation to subscribe
from Leslie Bravery

Because of mainstream news media complicity, daily headlines and commentary only occasionally
ever mention the relentless Israeli violence in Palestine, not even the frequent air strikes!

However, daily news and statistics regarding the violence Palestinians are forced to live under are
regularly reported on in the “In Occupied Palestine daily newsletter”, sourced and compiled for
easy reading and correlation chiefly from the Palestinian Monitoring Group's daily situation
reports.

The “In Occupied Palestine” daily newsletter continues to be circulated, by email, worldwide to
subscribers only, as it has been over the last two decades.
Contact: Palestine Human Rights Campaign

(Please note we have changed the link).

More ways you can get involved

e Forward this Newsletter — If you know people who may be interested in this movement,
please forward this Newsletter to them.

e Join in local activities in your area monthly Rallies - In Auckland at 2.00 pm on the first
Saturday of every month. Please consider doing the same in your community. Contact
Secretary@PSNA.nz if you would like to know where and how to get Flags and Banners

o Help set up a Students for Justice in Palestine groups on your campus

e Tell Your MP your opinions on Divestment and Sanctions of Israel.

e \Write Letters to Newspapers — Call Talkback Radio

e Keep in touch with the campaign on social media

¢+ Palestine Solidarity Network Aotearoa (PSNA) website: www.PSNA.nz
**» PSNA Facebook page: www.facebook.com/groups/671376706283605/
+ PSNA email: Secretary@PSNA.nz
e The Palestine Human Rights Campaign produces the In Occupied Palestine
newsletter. It is a regular daily newsletter on the daily situation in Palestine,
compiled by Leslie Bravery and emailed to subscribers. If you would also like to
become a subscriber, please contact Leslie at “sumudl @ outlook. com” (remove the
spaces to use as an email address) for further information.
e Keep Updated on our Facebook pages and websites (listed below)



https://www.psna.nz/shop
https://www.psna.nz/phrc
mailto:Secretary@PSNA.nz?subject=Flags%20and%20Banners
http://www.psna.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/671376706283605/
mailto:Secretary@PSNA.nz

PSNA Groups

National Committee

Website www.PSNA.nz
Chair — John Minto Chair@PSNA.nz
Secretary — Neil Scott Secretary@PSNA.nz

Regional Groups

Bay of Islands PSN Bay of Islands email
Whangarei PSN Whangarei Facebook
Auckland PSN Auckland — Tamaki Makaurau Website
Hamilton Palestine Human Rights Campaign Waikato Facebook
Tauranga Tauranga Moana 4 Palestine Facebook
Napier/Hastings Aotearoa Standing with Palestine Facebook
Hawkes Bay PSNA-Hawkes Bay — Page Facebook
PSNA-Hawkes Bay - Group Facebook
Palmerston North PSN Palmerston North email
New Plymouth PSN Taranaki Facebook
Whanganui Whanganui@PSNA.nz email
Wellington PSN Wellington email
Nelson Te Tau lhu (Nelson) Palestine Facebook
Christchurch PSN Christchurch Facebook
Dunedin Dunedin for Justice in Palestine Facebook
Invercargill PSN Invercargill email

Other groups supporting Palestinian Rights

Palestinian Community of New Zealand
Palestinian Youth Aotearoa

Preserved ldentity (Palestinian products)
Boycott Divestment and Sanctions NZ

Kia Ora Gaza

Letters for Palestine

Auckland Peace Action

Global Peace and Justice Auckland

Auckland Uni— Students for Justice in Palestine
Massey Uni- Students for Justice in Palestine
Tamaki Loves Palestine

Justice for Palestine

Palestine Human Rights Campaign

Pax Christi Aotearoa
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